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             15 September 2010
EUROPEAN WAVE ENERGY CONSORTIUM TO SELECT PORTUGUESE SITE
The STANDPOINT European wave energy consortium announced today (15th September 2010) that two locations off the Portuguese coast are under final consideration for the installation of a full-sized wave energy convertor (WEC).  STANDPOINT, a 5-company consortium part-funded under the EU FP7 R&D Programme, is led by Irish wave energy technology company Wavebob Ltd.  The Portuguese renewable energy group GENERG plays a key role in the project by providing its expertise in site selection and development.

Standpoint’s main focus for the installation of the WEC is currently on the Portuguese Government’s Wave Energy Pilot Zone, near Nazaré, but a second site near Porto is also under consideration.  Site selection is key to the success of this project, which will see a full-sized wave energy convertor connected to the Portuguese grid during 2012.  Generg’s board of directors shares the Portuguese Government’s belief that this is a unique opportunity for Portugal to become a pioneer in the technical development of wave energy.  The directors hope that this type of development will lead to the formation of an industrial cluster, creating a regional and national economic growth engine.  It also stands to reason that the Standpoint project would have a direct impact on the local economy of the site chosen, as whenever possible, Portuguese companies and expertise would be used for any subcontracted work necessary.  Several other European sites, most notably off the coasts of the UK, Ireland and Spain, are suitable for the installation of a WEC, but STANDPOINT’s focus is currently on the Portuguese coast.

The WEC that will be used by STANDPOINT is based on the WEC developed by Wavebob Ltd. who has been developing point absorber wave energy technology over a ten-year period and has been conducting sea trials since 2006.  Measuring approximately 14 metres in diameter and 8 metres high above the sea surface, each WEC is capable of generating enough electricity to power several hundred homes.  CEO of Wavebob Ltd. Andrew Parish said that   “we recognize the wave energy potential of the Portuguese coast and we are keen to work with the Portuguese authorities in developing that resource to its full potential.”  
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Photographs of the wave energy convertor available on request.
Notes to Editors

About STANDPOINT

The five companies working on the STANDPOINT project are from four EU member states; Wavebob Ltd, (Ireland), Vattenfall (Sweden), Generg Novos Desenvolvimentos (Portugal), Germanischer Lloyd (Germany) and Hydac System (Germany).  The project, which commenced on 16th November 2009, is co-ordinated by Wavebob Ltd., and it will run for a period of three years.
About Generg Novos Desenvolvimentos
GENERG is a Portuguese group, founded in 1989. Its mission is to produce electric energy exclusively through renewable sources. It has a 481,6 MW portfolio which includes 33,2 MW of Hydro Plants, 436,4 MW of Wind Farms and 12 MW of Photovoltaic Solar Plants. In 2009 the production of GENERG reached 1141 GWh which is the equivalent to the average annual consumption of 0,8 million Portuguese, and represents a reduction of 660 thousand tones of CO2 emissions;

About Wavebob Ltd.
Wavebob Ltd is an indigenous Irish technology firm, founded in 1999, headquartered in Ireland holding international patents for wave energy conversion technology.  Wavebob Ltd has produced the first Irish device and one of only a handful worldwide to have successfully harnessed the energy of the ocean waves. The prototype point absorber wave energy convertor  was installed on the Marine Institute’s test site in Galway Bay in March 2006. It was the first device to produce electricity in Irish waters, achieving 3000 hours of operation.
About FP7.
The Framework Programmes for Research and Technological Development are the European Union's main instruments for supporting collaborative research, development and innovations in science, engineering and technology. Launched in 1984, the Framework Programmes are open to EU public and private entities of all sizes and incorporate provision for the participation of non-EU countries.  Participation is on an internationally collaborative basis and must involve European partners. There are no national quotas as the Programmes are operated on a competitive basis with proposals being evaluated by panels of independent experts against set criteria.  EU research initiatives focus on high-quality research with a lasting impact that can strengthen Europe's science and technology. Added value is obtained from trans-national co-operation, the integration of relevant activities and participants, and the concentration of European effort on fewer priorities.  
